ExploreShizuoka

Follow in the Footsteps of Shizuoka’s Famous Shogun

Tourism Shizuoka Japan highlights the prefecture’s pivotal role in Japan’s centuries-long Shogun
culture with the release of new short video series
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Images can be downloaded here (credit for all images: Tourism Shizuoka Japan)
The short video series can be seen here

March 2024: Tourism Shizuoka Japan has created a series of short new videos highlighting the
prefecture’s central role in Japan’s seven-century-long Shogun culture of military leaders,
showcasing the destination’s past and present. Home to the majestic Mount Fuji and just 1 hour
from Tokyo by bullet train, the prefecture is steeped in history and invites travellers to follow in the
footsteps of the famous Shogun who once called it home.

The series begins with a short video on Minamoto Yoritomo, who came to power in the 12t century

and established the first Shogunate in Japanese history. In his youth, Yoritomo was banished to the
Izu Peninsula, an area on the eastern edge of modern-day Shizuoka Prefecture, where he spent
much of his life before becoming Shogun. It was in the prefecture that he met and married his
influential wife, and the pair played a pivotal role in the area and Japan’s history. Visitors today can
visit the original outdoor onsen, hunting grounds and shrines — including the Mishima Taisha Shrine -
frequented by Yoritomo to feel his presence that still emanates in the streets and countryside of the
prefecture.

A further video highlights the story of Shogun Tokugawa leyasu in the 16 century, known as Japan’s

most famous ruler who established the Edo Period laying the foundations for modern-day Tokyo.
leyasu grew up in what is modern-day Shizuoka City, the prefecture’s capital. He also spent 17 years
of his life as Lord of Hamamatsu Castle near Shizuoka Prefecture’s western border. Visitors today can
still visit the site of the castle, where a replica now stands, and can take the same journey across
Lake Hamana that leyasu would have many years ago.


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/4n66w1bw0bnoxbpl19t3j/h?rlkey=85i8d1a4sqtni3qz1l8s9yqn0&dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/@ExploreShizuoka
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkMLmk9ydrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8b_fzwjpR4

The final video in the series details the life of the last Shogun, 19th-century Tokugawa Yoshinobu.

Yoshinobu took his retirement in Shizuoka City, following his expulsion from Edo by revolutionary
forces. His abdication allowed Japan to set up its first constitutionally elected Government. Out of
jobs, many of his followers moved with him to Shizuoka and played a role in developing the region’s
now-famous green tea production. It’'s said that Yoshinobu also brought back soba noodles, which
have become a much-loved staple in the prefecture. Visitors can still enjoy Shizuoka’s lush green tea
fields today or can dine on soba noodles in the prefecture or enjoy the Kaiseki meal at Yoshinobu’s
19th-century retirement mansion — home to one of the most beautiful Japanese gardens in all of
Shizuoka.

The video series has been launched on Tourism Shizuoka Japan’s ‘Explore Shizuoka’ YouTube
channel and can be seen here: https://www.youtube.com/@ExploreShizuoka

For more information about Shizuoka, please visit:
https://exploreshizuoka.jp
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About Shizuoka

Just one hour from Tokyo by bullet train, Shizuoka prefecture is home to the iconic Mount Fuji. It
boasts a spectacular natural environment of coastline, mountains and lakes including the beautiful
Izu Peninsula, which has been described as “Japan’s Riviera” and was designated as a Global
Geopark by UNESCO in April 2018. The region is steeped in history, has a huge choice of traditional
ryokan inns and onsen hot springs, and is also a gourmet paradise. Its natural environment produces
some of the country’s best food and drink, from green tea and wasabi to fresh seafood. Shizuoka is
Japan’s biggest producer of green tea.

For more information contact: Rebecca Pasha (Rebecca@humewhitehead.co.uk) or Richard Hume
(Richard@humewhitehead.co.uk) or call 020 3375 4050.
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